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- Mission Statement The Railroad Evangelistic
Association exists to proclaim the
Good News of Jesus Christ to the
entire railroad community
worldwide and to promote mutual
Christian fellowship among, though
not limited to, those of the railroad
industry, the model railroad hobbyists and the rail fan enthusiasts.
WE BELIEVE
1. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and New
Testaments as verbally inspired by God, and
inerrant in the original writings. They are the
supreme and final authority in faith and life.
2. We believe in one God eternally existing in three
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is true
God and true Man.
4. We believe that man was created in the image
of God: that he sinned, and thereby incurred, not
only physical death, but also Spiritual death which
is separation from God. All human beings are
born with a sinful nature, and in the case of those
who reach moral responsibility become sinners in
thought, word, and deed.
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures, as a
representative and substitutionary sacrifice. In
addition that all who believe in Him are justified on
the ground of His shed Blood.
6. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified
Body of our Lord, in His Ascension into Heaven
and in His present life there for us, as High Priest
and Advocate.
7. We believe in "that blessed hope," the personal,
premillennial, and imminent return of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.
8. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord
Jesus Christ are born again of the Holy Spirit and
thereby become children of God.
9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just
and unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the
saved, and the everlasting, conscious punishment
of the lost.
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“...Yet believing,
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory”
I Peter 1:8

A
Dr. Magead Salloum
REA President

ccording to this verse, believing the Word of God results in rejoicing. Obedience to God and
thankfulness to Him also brings the same profound delight. This particular kind of rejoicing
is a joy that is inexpressible. The Bible says that without faith, it is impossible to please God. If a
person asks God for something, and then receives the answer, His joy is produced. If he has
confidence in God's Word, he will have joy. Faith pleases God and whenever it is exhibited,
God rejoices. "The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty. He will save. He will rejoice
over thee with joy: He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee with singing.”
(Zephaniah3:17)

The joy of the Lord makes a believer strong. (Nehemiah 8:10). God's nature is joy. The Lord's joy in a is characteristic
of God's nature. If a person has Gods joy in him, it follows that he, also, has God’s strength. It doesn't depend on the natural circumstances he finds himself in since it comes from God, it is His joy. not man’s joy. Yet, it is infused into the life
of the believer and becomes his own possession and experience. Having the ability to believe God's promises and the
strength to overcome temptation, sin and Satan's devices and deceptions comes from having this unique kind of joy.
The joy of the Lord will empower a believer to live a victorious life. The Word instructs us to sing aloud upon our beds
and to shout for joy.
- Continued on page 13
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Membership in the Railroad Evangelistic Association is
open to all who have a desire to reach the entire railroad community worldwide with the Good News of Jesus Christ. For $15.00 you will receive your REA Annual membership card ($5.00) and a one year subscription ($10.00 - 3 issues) to the RAILROAD EVANGELIST
magazine. REA has no paid staff, all proceeds go to
printing and mailing the Good News. Thank you.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN REA
Please check the appropriate box.
Your membership, subscriptions and tax deductible donations are
greatly appreciated, as they are the only means we have to continue
publishing and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to the
entire railroad community worldwide through the Railroad Evangelist
magazine. Your financial gifts underwrite the cost and make it possible for us to send the Railroad Evangelist magazine out individually
and in bulk supply as our home and missionary outreach. We thank
God for each and every one of you who have joined with this railroad
literature evangelistic ministry with your prayers and finances.
We pray and trust God will abundantly bless you for your sacrificial
giving as He “is able to make all grace abound towards you, that
you, always having all sufficiency in all things, have an abundance for every good work.”
2 Corinthians 9:8

“A LITTLE IS A LOT WHEN GOD IS IN IT”
Luke 9:12-17

Spring 2013

I am an active railroad employee.
I am a former/retired railroad employee.
My spouse is/was an active/former/retired
railroad employee.
I am a model railroad hobbyist.
I am a rail fan enthusiast.
My interest in REA is _______________________
Sending $5.00 for REA membership for one year.
Sending $10.00 for a one year subscription.
I would like to make a donation._____________
How did you learn of REA?___________________
__________________________________________
Please cut, photocopy or send appropriate information pertaining to the
above application form and mail it to:
REA
PO Box 5026
Vancouver, WA 98668
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RAIL FAN - MODEL Railroader

by Rev. Stephen R. Seidler

To The end of Track…and beyond!
David behind the throttle of MP No. 6044 in 1984

On May 10th, we celebrated the driving of the Golden Spike at
Promontory Summit, Utah Territory, 144 years ago. That act completed the First Transcontinental Railroad joining the UNION PACIFIC and the CENTRAL PACIFIC railroads. There were to be
several more transcontinentals, most notably the GREAT NORTHERN and the NORTHERN PACIFIC, linking our country by shining
rail east to west. Another milestone was reached this past May 31 st
when REA member Dave Wiegand retired from the BURLINGTON
NORTHERN SANTA FE and AMTRAK in New Mexico. Dave started as an employee of the ATCHISON TOPEKA & SANTA FE and
considered himself “Santa Fe all the way” to his retirement.

David M. Wiegand, Jr. was born in Fort Worth, TX. He and his
family arrived in Albuquerque, NM in December, 1961. He accepted CHRIST as his LORD and SAVIOR at a youth-led revival held at
the Hoffmantown Baptist Church in July, 1965, at age 14. During a
Bible study his Minister of Youth Harold Piatt and his young assistant Gerald Farley used soul-winner New Testaments to present the
plan of salvation in understandable fashion to the young people
present. That was when the light bulb in his brain and soul was
illuminated and he was saved. He can never forget the sense of joy
he felt leaving the Bible study after having met the MASTER. Dave is currently a member of Del Norte Baptist Church of
Albuquerque. He has been married to Rosalee, a naturalized American citizen from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, for 23 years.
Dave’s understanding of Scripture and the current times can be best illustrated by a comment he made to your Contributing Editor. “On a Gospel
tract by George Sellios, (Franklin & South Manchester HO Railroad), Rev.
Steve Seidler placed a sticker that proclaims ‘The coming of the LORD
draws near.’ I am in total agreement with that assertion. I have more than
just a passing interest in Biblical prophecy and I believe unequivocally that
we are close to the time when CHRIST will call up His believers as described
in the Prophetic Sermon in Matthew 24, I Corinthians 15 and I Thessalonians
4:13-18. I am very disturbed by many societal trends, politics, and culture
change in effect today. This is described by the Apostle Paul in II Timothy
3:1-13. We live in perilous times with wars and rumors of war (Matthew 24:6
-7). We as Christians are looked down upon and scorned by modern society
(Luke 21:12-17) so that certain movements and segments of society may
justify their pet sins. Overseas, our Christian brothers and sisters suffer from
unimaginable persecution. When I watch the news on Fox and listen to reports from the Middle East, I become more and more convinced that prophecies described by Zechariah and Ezekiel in Chapters 38 & 39 are in the proRR Evangelist Dave ministering in Rio de
cess of being fulfilled. I take very seriously the LORD’s admonition that we
Janiero, Brazil
know not the exact day or hour of HIS appearing (Daniel 12:8-9, Matthew
24:36 & 42, Acts 1:7), but HE allows us to consider the signs of the times. I believe redemption draweth nigh.”
Dave was employed as a locomotive engineer by BNSF railroad out of Belen, NM on the Gallup Subdivision. He ran
from Belen to Winslow, AZ and return. He retired from BNSF on May 31, 2013 after having completed 41 years of compensated railroad service with the Santa Fe (ATSF and BNSF) and AMTRAK. He began his service in December, 1971
hiring out with the Santa Fe as a chair car attendant on Trains 3/4, the Super Chief – El Capitan, and Trains 19/20, the
Chief, when these early AMTRAK trains were still operated with Santa Fe employees and rolling equipment. He worked
on the Colorado Division between Albuquerque and La Junta, CO. In January, 1974 he hired on with AMTRAK as a
baggage clerk in Albuquerque and went on to work as lead ticket clerk in El Paso, TX and Gallup, NM. Dave left
AMTRAK in April, 1979 to become a brakeman/switchman on the Santa Fe because he thought Jimmy Carter was going
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to derail AMTRAK for good. He almost did! Dave was promoted to conductor in April, 1982. He thought he was finished with AMTRAK until the Santa Fe granted him a leave of absence in August, 1987, and he worked as conductor on
Train 3/4, the Southwest Chief out of Albuquerque and briefly as flagman on Trains 5/6, the California Zephyr out of
Denver for almost eight years. That leave of absence ran out in January, 1995, and Dave returned to the Santa Fe in
April, 1995.

Engineer Keating and
Conductor Wiegand

Dave became acquainted with REA through Steve Nutter,
a BNSF engineer working on the Winslow AZ pool. Steve
was distributing copies of ALL ABOARD and suggested that
Dave join the REA. People love trains and the railroad.
ALL ABOARD provides quality articles for its readers and
above all, provides testimonies and Bible passages that can
make one “wise unto salvation” (I Tim. 3:15). Dave’s retirement plans from BNSF includes getting back into HO model
railroading, a hobby of his youth. He would like to write a
railroad autobiography entitled, “SOUTHWEST UNLIMITED.” Look for it at your bookstore some day soon. Dave
plans to return to teaching Sunday School again, since he
will no longer be subject to the irregular hours of railroad
freight service. Since he met his wife, Rosalee, while participating in mission and evangelism projects in Brazil, he
trusts the LORD will allow him to resume this ministry soon.

Dedication to serving the
LORD where He places
us is summed up in this
statement from Dave: “I
consider myself very privileged and blessed of
GOD to have worked in
the railroad industry for 41
years. What a ride it has
been! I pray for all my
fellow railroaders. I pray
also, that GOD will abundantly bless all of you who labor so diligently
to publish and distribute ALL ABOARD.”

David M. Wiegand Jr. - 41
years of railroad service.

David as Chair car attendant - 1971

Summer 2013
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“When a train goes through a tunnel and it gets dark, you don’t throw away the ticket and jump off. You sit still and trust the engineer.”

Corrie Ten Boom

On May 1, 2013, the 42nd anniversary of AMTRAK, Dave photographed the engine consist of BNSF manifest freight H-BARGAL9-30A (BarstowGalesburg) at Winslow, AZ. Engines BNSF 6844, BNSF 4907, NS 1070 and KCS 4045 definitely made up a modern combination called the Wabash
Southern Belle. He was particularly gratified to photograph the NS SD70ACE locomotive wearing its one-of-a-kind commemorative WABASH paint
scheme. The loco had been mistakenly interchanged to BNSF and NS wanted it returned ASAP. Dave was personally introduced to the WABASH in
June, 1963 at age 12 while departing Kansas City Union Station aboard CB&Q Train 27, a conveyance totally bereft of any of that Zephyr psazz, for
Omaha. Two WABASH E8s were approaching the station from the west side. One was painted WABASH blue, gray, and white like NS 1070. On a
road trip to Iowa and Minnesota in 1965, Dave saw a blue, gray and white WABASH GP7 loco switching the Ford plant near KCMO. Passing through
Ottumwa, IA he watched another WAB GP7 and a ROCK ISLAND GP7 performing switching within sight of each other. WABASH blue, gray and
white definitely outshined RI solid maroon. Dave read and heard anecdotes from veteran WABASH employees that indicate that the WABASH was a
righteous and just railroad employer. These railroaders were not happy to see their railroad folded into the N&W in 1964. They even lost the “Wabash
Cannonball” when it was not selected to be part of AMTRAK. Flash ahead 42 years and the WABASH never looked better than she did on May 1,
2013 powering the BNSF’s Cannonball freight train, the BARGAL. Dave lists the WABASH RR as one of his favorite railroads.
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By Wilfred Moutoux

M

any railroad towns have preserved huge steam
locomotives as monuments to railroads' glorious
past. There the engine stands, enclosed by a chain-link
fence. It is complete in all parts - drive wheels, boiler,
fire-box, etc. There is no mechanical part missing. The
brass is polished. The boiler is painted. A complete locomotive is there, but it has not moved in years. You
could fill the boiler with water, and the fire-box with fuel,
but still it would stand cold and silent. It is an inspiration
to see, but practically useless. Why? It lacks the fire!
The contemporary Church, like the locomotive, has all
the machinery. We have fine church plans, with carpeted
aisles and polished pews. Our pulpits are filled with
capable preachers. Well trained musicians perform at the
instruments. To the casual observer everything seems to
be in order. Because of our aesthetical decorum we may
be attracting the crowds. However, our efforts lack the
glory of Gods pesence, and thus we have little effect on
society. Many church programs, like the locomotives,
are beautiful to behold but powerless to effect real social change.
We are accomplishing so little in a world bursting with
an exploding population, most of whom know nothing of
saving grace. Even these persons occupying our pews
are often little different from the crowd in the street.
Elijah went straight to the problem when he cried, "And
call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the
name of the Lord: and the God that answereth by fire, let
him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is
well spoken" (I Kings 18:24). God's fire upon the human

hearts is the distinguishing feature of Christianity, setting
it uniquely apart from all other religions and cults.

Summer 2013

Elijah suggests that the only convincing proof of God's
presence is fire. "And it came to pass at the time of the
offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet
came near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of
Israel, let it be known this day that Thou art God in Israel,
and that I am Thy servant, and that I have done all these
things at Thy word" (I Kings 18:36).
"Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt
sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and
licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all
the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said,
the Lord, He is the God; the Lord, He is the God" (I Kings

18:38, 39). Holy fire will develop our worship. It will melt
and mold our will. It will strengthen our determination to
serve the Lord.
Worship without fire is a farce. It is the hypocrisy God
hates. The only quality that will make the church effective,
and enable her to overcome the spiritual dearth and moral
rot of our day is a deep sense of God's personal presence
{Shekinah). Our human efforts and ability must be motivated and empowered by God's awesome presence.
When we see God as He is we will fall down in total
abandon. Only His glorious presence will lead us to a deep
and terrible sense of our sin, guilt and depravity.
Oh, how we need God to come until our altars are no
longer quiet sessions of counseling, but a great cry of
"God have mercy on me, a sinner!" We need God's fire
to fall until carnal Christians will suffer the agonies of the
Crucifixion of the old man and the body of sin "be
destroyed" (Romans 6:6).
Continue on page 14
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This is your invitation to attend the REA 72nd Annual National Convention
September 9 - 13, 2013
Some ask, “Well, isn’t REA only for railroaders?” Absolutely not! As evangelical Christians, we believe everyone, everywhere, needs to be on the right track to Heaven through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. An REA Convention is for anyone who wants to have an inexpensive vacation week away in the beautiful and peaceful hills of Southeastern Pennsylvania with other Christians who love the Lord and trains!
The price includes your own private room and three buffet style meals per day beginning Monday
evening with dinner and ending on Friday morning after breakfast. Come and bring someone with
you and join us in celebrating 72 years of Railroad Evangelism.
Located on the conference grounds are: golf, tennis, basketball, hiking, volleyball and playground
equipment. This also includes a whole lot of peace, quiet and wonderful Christian fellowship.
See page 12 for prices and registrations along with other important information. Please let our
REA Registrar Mrs. Beverly Salloum know as soon as you can if your coming for the day, a few days
or the week.

Bongiorno Conference Center MAP and Directions
Bongiorno
Conference
Center

Directions from the “SQUARE”
in downtown Carlisle.

NORTH
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Carlisle is about 20 miles West
of Harrisburg, PA

EAST
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81

SOUTH
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Take High Street West to N. College Street (3rd traffic light west of
the square). Follow N. College St
(north) for about six blocks until
you see an arrow indicating Route
74, turn left onto Route 74. Follow Route 74 past schools and
cross bridge over the Conodoquinet Creek. Look for and turn
left onto Union Hall Road
(second road to the left after the
bridge.) Follow Union Hall Road
for about 1 mile. The Bongiorno
Conference Center entrance is on
the left side of the road.

The Railroad Evangelist

“The REA Convention is my annual mountain top experience, where I can fellowship with both Christians and
railroaders, (including modelers and rail fans) and get recharged to go back to the valley where we all serve.
It is a wonderful group of committed Christians.”
Allan Carpenter
Norfolk, Virginia

“A w
on
fellow derful an
d
ship,
meeti relaxing w
ng ol
d frie eek of ins
p
nds a
nd m iration an
aking
d
new o
nes!”

Life’s Journey
Life is like a journey, taken on a train,
with a pair of travelers at each window pane:
I may sit beside you the whole journey
through, or I may be seated elsewhere,
never knowing you; but if fate should place
me sit at your side, let’s be pleasant travelers,
it’s so short a ride.

Summer 2013

Welcome Aboard!
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LETTERS
From our REA

MAIL BAG
PO Box 5026 Vancouver, WA 98668 E-mail: rrjoe@comcast.net

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
REA,
When we saw in the REA magazine that Danny had
passed away we couldn’t believe it, he was a special
man. He was so happy at our last REA convention when
the picture he painted drew so much attention. Danny
was confined to a wheelchair, but as Mary Clifton said,
“he is not anymore but walking in heaven praising the
Lord!” Danny will be greatly missed.
God bless you.
George & Marlene Sampson
Winslow, NJ
REA,
I think this is a wonderful way of spreading the gospel on
the railroad.
God bless.
Patricia Gittens
Newark, DE
REA,
It is refreshing to read “All Aboard!” with all of its good
news. My daily newspaper has so much bad news in it.
Yours in Christ,
Dorothy Steffen
Minot, ND
REA,
My Dad, Charles Mitchell loved God and loved the railroad. He was dedicated to evangelism and believed your
ministry was special. Daddy died on January 30, 2013.
He wanted to be sure his name was placed in the Cross
Over Memorial page.
Thank you!
Carolyn Hendricks
Meridian, MS

REA,
Since September 2011 I have been in the Judson Care
Center in Cincinnati but hopefully not for much longer. I
am “OK” but I can’t lift my legs very high. I have been
writing some melodies along with some poems that I am
sending along that may be of interest to you. Trust and
hope all is well with REA.
In Christian love,
Faith E. Rose
Cincinnati, OH

Loveliness of Life
Faith E. Rose Cincinnati, OH
Copywriter 2013

Lovely are the days of our lives,
That are passing.
Lovely are the blues skies, the moon,
and the terrain
Lovely are the fields of grain,
And how lovely is
Thy Dwelling place oh Lord on high.
We worship and adore Thy name,
The anthems ring with message given
Lord of all through out the heavens
How lovely is Thy dwelling place
oh Lord on high
Through out eternity.
Track crew laying “Ribbon Rail” south of Cheney, Washington your
editor work on in the Summer of 1981. . Photo sent in by Bob Boltz

REA,
Blessings to all! I love you all and you are always in my
prayers.
Charles Green
Dorchester, NJ

“Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended;
but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are
behind and reaching forward to those things which are
ahead. I press towards the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus”
Philippians 3:13,14
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New Zealand Railway Prayer Fellowship
in the Seafarer Club in Auckland, New Zealand. June 17, 2013

Following are taking from classified ads from different newspapers.
> Auto Repair Service: Free pick
and delivery. Try us once, you’ll
never go anywhere again.
> Dog for sale: eats anything and
is fond of children.

Railroad Evangelist Arulraj in the center. To my right Rev Prince Devanandam, the Mission
Director for the Methodist Church of New Zealand who inaugurated the prayer fellowship in
New Zealand Railways on 17th June 2013.
To my left, you may see Mr. Eddie Simmons and his wife -- who worked in London before his
coming to New Zealand after retirement. He had been trying to find Christians working in
New Zealand Railways for the last nine years bearing no visible results. But he kept on praying. God made this to happen and he was happy to see his prayers answered.
In the picture, extreme left you may see Mr. Gilbert Dawson who served as an Officer in Indian Railways also served in Railway Board in New Delhi and at present he is settled in New
Zealand. He came with his wife standing with him and was glad to share some of the glorious moments of Indian Railways during his tenure. He also worked in Iraq for Indian Railways and fondly recollected his association with Mr Paul Murugesan another senior executive of Indian Railways, with whom he worked in Iraq.
In the extreme right, we find the Leader of New Zealand Railway Prayer Fellowship Mr. David and his colleague. His another colleague is standing next to Rev Prince.

> Man wanted to work in dynamite factory. Must be willing to
travel.
> 3 year old teacher needed for
pre-school. Experience preferred.
> We do not tear your clothing
with machinery. We do it carefully
by hand.
> Now is a chance to have your
ears pierced and get an extra pair
to take home.
> Dinner Special: Turkey $6.95;
Chicken or Beef $7:15; Children
$2:00.
> Stock up and save. Limit: one.
>Experienced Mom will care for
your child. Fenced yard, meals
and smacks included.
> Illiterate? Write today for free
help.
>Girl wanted to assist magician in
cutting off head illusion. Blue
Cross and salary available.

RR Evangelist Arulraj from India met
with Pastors Ivan & Yvonne Pyers in
July 2013 Pairs, France Sister Mialy, the IRM contact
Summerville, Victoria, Australia this
person in France led the fellowship and her colleagues
past June 2013.
in SNCF Sister Santantra and Brother Stephen actively
involved in the fellowship. SNCF is the major Rail company in France. Mr. John and Mr. Daya, my friends in Paris also came as guests.

Summer 2013

“A cheerful heart
does good like a medicine”
Proverbs 17:22 - Living Bible
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Jesus
said...
“I AM the way, the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except
through Me.”
John 14:6
“I AM the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in
darkness, but have the light of life.”
John 8:12
“I AM the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger,
and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.”
John 6:35
“I AM the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved…”
John 10:9

Begin planning to attend the 72nd National
Railroad Evangelistic Association
Convention - Everyone is Welcome!
September 9-13, 2013
Located in the peaceful hills of Pennsylvania at the

“I AM the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the
sheep.”
John 10:11
“I AM the true vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me
and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”
John 15:5

Bongiorno Conference Center
430 Union Hall Road Carlisle, PA 17013

“I AM the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though
he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me
shall never die. Do you believe this?.”
John 11:25,26

Room rate for the week - including meals & tax:
Double occupancy....$222.00 (each)
Single occupancy….$243.00
Three or more in a room….$205.00 (each)

Think about this for a moment; either Jesus was a complete
fool or He was in total deception, believing a lie, telling people
He was the only way to God. Or, He was who He said He was.

Please send in your $20.00 (non-refundable)
deposit as soon as possible to:
REA Registrar
Mrs. Beverly Salloum
720 W. Thomas Street
Rome, NY 13440
(315) 525-4787 (cell)
E-mail: revsalloum@cheerful.com
If at all possible please have your convention expense paid
in full two weeks prior to the convention. Thank you!
REGISTRATION to receive name tag and room key is on
Monday Sept 10th from 2-5 PM. Dinner at 5:00 PM.

AREA ATTRACTIONS
Located on the conference grounds: golf, tennis, basketball, hiking,
volleyball, playground equipment plus a whole lot of peace and
quiet and wonderful Christian fellowship.
Located within driving distance is:
>Historic Carlisle - US Army War College - 10 minutes.
>Gettysburg - About a 30 minute drive.
>Hershey - About a 45 minute drive.
>Strasburg RR community - A little over an hour drive.
>Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster - A little over an hour.
>The heart of the Amish in Lancaster - A little over an hour.
>National Civil War Museum - Harrisburg - About 30 minutes.
>Washington D.C. - About 2 1/2 hour drive.
>Valley Forge / Philadelphia - About 3 hours

-PLUS A WHOLE LOT MORE! -

Summer 2013

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” John 2:16,18
“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My words and believes
in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into
judgment, but has passed from death into life.”
John 5:24
“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world through Him might be saved.” John 3:17
The Bible says:
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to clean us from all unrighteousness.”
I John 1:9
“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in
your heart that God raised Him form the dead, you will be saved.”
Romans 10:9
“God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who
has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does
not have life.”
I John 5:11,12
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal Life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 6:23

Please consider the words of Jesus carefully as your ultimate
conclusion and decision will have eternal consequences.

“God be merciful to me a sinner. Jesus come into my life
and make Yourself real to me, fill me with Your Holy
Spirit to help me live for You all the days of my life. In
Jesus name. Amen.”
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CROSS OVER

For a donation of any amount the Cross Over Memorial page is a place where both God and your loved
ones will be remembered and will help us to continue publishing the Good News of Jesus Christ to the
worldwide railroad community through the Railroad Evangelist magazine. All donations are tax deductible.

“Well done, good and faithful servant . . . enter into the joy of the Lord”
Sharon Wickliff by her parents, George & Marlene Sampson
James N. Kyzar by William L. Seigford
Charles L. Mitchell by daughters Carolyn Hendricks & Shirley Huntsman
Dan Granizo by George & Marlene Sampson
Dan Granizo by REA Malaga Chapter
Edith Dick by husband Lyle Dick

I’m Going Home on the
Morning Train
A Collection of Railroad & Gospel Songs Sung
by Paul Campbell

“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.” Psalm 30:5

NEW REA MEMBERS from March 2013 to July 2013
Joe & Regina Pagano, Paul & Joan Nye, David Askildsen, Fran Habel, Jerry
Quinn, Rev. Christopher R. Thomas, Michael G. Snodgrass, Kim K. Johnson,
Andrew D. Chandler, James Miscera, Edmund Creamer, Linda & Chris Anton,
Jolyn Ericksen, Kenneth Abernathy.

Welcome Aboard!
Thank you for your on going support in helping to keep the gospel of
Jesus Christ to be published and proclaimed through the printed page.
“Getting married is easy. Staying married is more difficult. Staying married
to that same person for a lifetime should rank among the arts” - Bill Seigford

“I’m Going Home on the Morning Train”
featuring Paul Campbell is a collection of 12
Railroad and Gospel songs recorded in the
southern gospel bluegrass style. The CD cover photo of Paul was taken in the mid 1970’s
while he was working as a Conductor for the
Southern Railway.
To order your CD of
“I’m Going Home on the Morning Train”
send $15.00 (plus $3.00 for postage and handling) to:
Paul Campbell
603 Aylor Road
Stephen City, VA 22655
(571) 331-2807
E-Mail: backyardmamma2000@yahoo.com

- Continued from page 3
This can be done while we're resting or while we're working. We can even
do our aerobics to praise music. The Book of Acts tells us about Paul and
Silas. They had been beaten, chained and imprisoned. The midnight hour,
the worst hour of pain, found them rejoicing and singing praises, instead of
screaming, swearing and complaining. An earthquake took place and
opened the prison doors. Paul and Silas were delivered from their chains
and the jailer and his family were saved. It pays to praise. If you are depressed or discouraged, sing, shout and rejoice in the Lord. You'll be set
free. Other problems will dissipate when handled with joy. This joy comes
from being in His presence. (Psalm 16:1) Since He inhabits the praises of
His people, where praise is, He is. Where He is, joy is.
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“THE COMING OF THE LORD DRAWS
NEAR” gold foil stickers, (3 inches long),
are available through REA. Help spread
the word by using them on all your mail
correspondence. 100 self adhesive stickers for a gift of any amount.

REA
PO Box 5026
Vancouver, WA 98668
E-mail: rrjoe@comcast.net

The Railroad Evangelist

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
The DEFENDERS

Please send your REA news to: (E-mail) rrjoe@comcast.net
REA PO Box 5026 Vancouver, WA 98668
ALEXANDRIA REA CHAPTER
For more information contact Wilson Riley: (703) 751-8925
MALAGA, NJ For more information call Marlene Sampson at
(609) 561-6922.
SPOKANE, WA
Contact Paul Myhre, distributer of the Railroad Evangelist magazine in
the Spokane area. Call (509) 922-4025.

BNSF engineer Vern Smith, Founder of The Defenders” challenging men to take the Defenders
pledge:
1. I will not purchase or participate in pornography, prostitution or any form of commercial
sex industry.
2. I will hold my friends accountable for their actions towards women and children.
3. I will take immediate action to protect those I
love from this destructive market.
The Defenders is a ministry of Shared Hope International. For more information contact:
www.DefendersUSA.org
(360) 639-8100

LAKELAND, FL.
For more information call Sara Harkey at (863) 940-9360.
PORTLAND,OR / VANCOUVER,WA
The Railroad Evangelists are distributed around local railroad shops
and yards. Call Joe Spooner at: (360) 699-7208.
MN (Minnesota) Railroad Fellowship. For more information for those
living in the North St. Paul or Twin Cities area telephone John Stewart
at (cell) 651-592-8478 or Mark Lorenz at (cell) 651– 592-6065

For information on how to begin a REA Chapter or
a REA Fellowship in your area see our web page
www.RailroadEvangelist.com or write the Editor.

Are you on the right track?
REA

Jesus said,

“ I am the way, the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through Me.”
John 14:6

Continued from page 7
The real test of true religion is fire. Samuel Chadwick
said, "The sign of Christianity is not the cross, but the
tongue of fire."
Finney observed, "There can be no revival when Mr.
Amen and Mr. Wet Eyes are not in the audience." The
persons God has used and is still using are those familiar
with holy fire.
David Brainerd prayed, "Oh, that I was a flaming fire
in the hand of God." Wesley's desire was, "That in me
a sacred fire might glow." The great heart of General
Booth was moved to cry, "Thou Christ of burning,
cleansing flame, send the fire!"
Like the steam locomotives, we need the fire - to produce penetrating preaching, prevailing prayer, and sincere sanctified saints. Oh God, send the fire!
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N.A.R.V.R.E.
National Association of Retired and
Veteran Railroad Employees

Since 1937 NARVRE has worked to help
protect the Railroad Retirement Act. To find
out more about NARVRE you can call them
tool free at 1-800-551-2588. Next NARVRE
Convention will be in May 2014 in Sacramento, California.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
The Railroad Evangelist

As I was praying and asking the Lord what message did He
have for this issue of the Railroad Evangelist magazine “All
Aboard!”, the thought of “String of Empties” came to mind. I remembered it was an old railroad song that former REA president
Jake Steffen sent me many years ago.

A String of Empties
Sent in many years ago by former REA
President Jake Steffen

The churches are crowded with members
Who never knew Jesus at all,
They hope they are going to heaven
Their hopes in the judgment will fall.
Like trains switched on the siding
No steam in the pulpit or pew,
It's only a string of empties.
That's why they will never get through.
Chorus:
We want something more than just empties,
To roar across trestle and dell
We want something more than commotion
The scream of the whistle or bell.
With fire in the pulpit and steam in the pew
With brakes off and signal,
This train is a through.
All loaded with wheat, no chaff and no cheat,
We'll make every grade and curve we find
And leave all the empties behind.
Some sermons are freighted with unction
The preachers are full of the fire
They want to see things move for Jesus
God's glory their only desire.
But somehow the members are careless
So many are formal and staid.
The pastor must pull all the empties,
Or else leave the load on the grade.
Lord give us some fire in the pulpit.
And give us some steam in the pew.
Put oil on the box with the friction,
This train must get in when its due.
Lord give us a load of salvation for those
who are hungry we pray. And help us to switch
all the empties Without any longer delay.

As I lay in bed I wondered where it was, even though it was
way past midnight I just could not lay there any longer, I had to
get up and go look for it. I went to the REA office (located in the
corner of my garage) and began to look. I looked in a number of
different place and couldn't find it. I was about to give up and go
back to bed when I thought of one last place it could possibly be
if I still had it. There it was along with some other railroad poems
in the back of a file cabinet in an envelope, what a blessing it
was to find it.
“String of Empties”, is I believe, what the Lord is saying to us.
A lot of Christians go to church week after week and sit for an
hour or so then leave and continue to do little if anything to promote or fulfill the Great Commission.
By the signs of the times, “the coming of the Lord is drawing
near” as our REA stickers declare. Jesus said “Now when
these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your
heads, because your redemption draws near.” Luke 21:28
read verses 25-28 also) As we clearly see the world growing
spiritually darker and darker let the Railroad Evangelist magazine, “All Aboard!” be that light that is set on the hill to shine and
show others the way to the cross. Each magazine is a beam of
light and of hope for those who are discouraged and are stumbling to find their way out of the darkness.
Let us not be like an old, cold empty boxcar just sitting on a
siding. The devil wants us to just sit on a siding somewhere
week after week doing our religious duty thinking we are doing
God a favor by showing up for church once or maybe even twice
a week while our loved ones and friends go into eternity without
knowing Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord.
I know this message seems harsh but I don’t apologize for it
because it is the message the Lord spoke to me for me! Let us
pray for one another and our unsaved loved ones and friends as
never before because it is a matter of eternal life and eternal
death, that will come to each of us all too soon.
Jesus said, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are
few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into the harvest.” Luke 10:2
Let each of us pray and ask God to put some
“fire in the pulpit and in the pews!” Let us press
on until Jesus comes!
- Joe Spooner

Publication Guidelines for the Railroad Evangelist magazine
We are always looking for original railroad related photos, drawings or paintings. We also are looking for stories, articles , personal testimonies
(300 - 800 words) or poems that would be of interest to our readers of the Railroad Evangelist magazine. Currently the Railroad Evangelist
magazine is published three times a year. Typed material is appreciated. Material received will be returned upon request. Fo r further information
or questions contact the editor.

Summer 2013
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Local Contact:

The EDNA G was built in 1896 by the Cleveland
Ship Building Company. At the time of her retirement in 1981, the EDNA G was the last
coal-fired, steam-powered tugboat operating
on Lake Superior. Her one thousand horsepower engine used twenty-five tones of coal a
week. She is 110 feet long and has a 23-foot
beam. She was named after the daughter of
J.L. Greatsinger, then-president of the Duluth &
Iron Range Railroad Co. She was built to haul
ore carriers to and from the ore docks at Two
Harbors, MN and saw continuous service in the
Harbors until her retirement, except when she
was seized by the U.S. government and sent to
the east coast during World War One to guide
naval vessels. The EDNA G was originally built
with a wooden hull, and later converted to a
steel-hulled boat and eventually reinforced to
serve as an icebreaker. This facilitated the
tug's involvement in fire-fighting and rescue operations.
Beneath her sturdy exterior, the
EDNA G's interior was rather lavish, with polished birch paneling and brass fittings. Eventually rendered obsolete by advances in shipbuilding, including a switch to more energyefficient diesel power, the steam-powered
EDNA G remains in operating condition. One
side note: during the Bicentennial, a one-mile
race was held between the EDNA G, a Coast
Guard cutter, and a diesel-powered tug. She
defeated them easily! After the race, Captain
Adolph Ojard commented, "Now when Edna
retires, she can go with dignity." Photo by Stephen Seidler at Two Harbors, MN
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